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Abstract, The Japancse thoorolical plysicist Kyogo Kubo  made
remearksble contribntions (o statistical mochanics sned cdmmlbénsed 1al-
Ler pleysics, aunongst which his nanwe 38 most widely sesociated with the
linear rospornse thoory. Despite his importanee i the history of mod-
¢rn plyaics, howover, historians hawe paid him Bule atemion. Using
bis unpublished manmnseripts inon mewly organizod archive, this paper
CXATIRNCS his studies and rosoarch up to ‘tl‘ll;‘r erl af Warld War 11
Influenced by his hrother Mazaji Kubo, a plosienl chemist, and the
milicu at Tokwve nperinl University, he boeame interestedd in theoret.
ical approackes o propertics of mmtter amd worked vn dipolar gucs
aenl resistznee in molale, After gesuloation, De stodied tiroe il nt
phenomena—relaxation. meliimg, =nd rabber elust ety —by applying
the methed of dlgonvalee problems, He was also involeed in wartime
researeh on nestevision and worked on photocmission in semFoomdnae-
tors, This paper also identifics two distinct Seenses in his carly reseanch
thit perssted in his work afler the wars salid-=iate physies and seatisei.
eal mechumnics in todny s terminolozy. Reconst ract ing Kule's lormmative
yengs is instruenental for constructZug a histosiogeaphy of o key sspect
o mgdern Japamese playsics, namnely, how the scitaa: of matter ¢volval
before and during the war,
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